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Dr Marek Zawilski — Four occultation phenomena from the
past observed in northern England.

Each country can name its extraordinary celestial phenomena observed
in the past. In northern England, there were many unusual occultation
phenomena observed in the previous centuries, but four of them will
be reviewed in detail.

Occultation of Jupiter by the eclipsed Moon
on November 23, 755

In the medieval chronicle written by Simeon of Durham in the 12t
century, we can find an account borrowed from another, lost source,
devoted to a lunar eclipse and a bright star that first was seen on the
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left side of the Moon, crossed it, and then was seen on right side. The
phenomenon was said to have been on November 24, 756. As we can
calculate today, the situation took place one year earlier and in the
evening of November 23. The mistake of the date can be attributed to a
simple writing error concerning the year and day. The bright star can be
easily identified as the planet Jupiter. Although the original description
is not precise, in general the circumstances were correctly described.
It seems to be an account about the occultation of the planet by the
eclipsed Moon. If so, it was the only such event definitely observed on
the Earth in the past!

However, taking the results of modern calculations into consideration,
one can determine the details: in fact, the Moon occulted Jupiter as seen
from northern England but the disappearance took place at the illumi-
nated limb of the Moon slowly emerging from the shadow of Earth. The
reappearance also occurred at the bright limb when the partial eclipse
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